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To:

All IMO Member States


United Nations and its Specialized Agencies


Intergovernmental Organizations


Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Status with IMO

Subject:
Fourth and Fifth meetings of the Ad hoc Working Group on Engineering aspects of Long-Range Identification and Tracking of Ships, Valletta, Malta, 9 to 12 May 2007 and Hamburg, Germany, 12 to 14 June 2007
1
The Secretary-General has the honour to invite representation at the fourth and fifth meetings of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Engineering aspects of Long-range identification and tracking of ships (the Group), which will be hosted by the Governments of Malta and Germany, respectively.  The meeting in Valletta, Malta will be hosted by the Malta Maritime Authority (MMA), whilst the meeting in Hamburg will be hosted by the Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency.  Details of the meeting venues and information about hotels including daily rates will be circulated shortly on the e-mail reflector:  ccglrit-gcclrit@lists.ncf.ca.  The meetings will be conducted in English without interpretation.

2
The Maritime Safety Committee, at its eighty-second session, approved the convening of meetings of the Group with the terms of reference set out in the annex.  The meetings of the Group should be attended by persons with particularly expertise primarily in the fields of radiocommunications and information technology.

3
Documentation will be distributed as and when received by the Secretariat.  Participants are invited to note that the meeting documentation will be in English only and in order for any documents to be circulated on time for consideration by the meetings they should be received by the Secretariat no later than Friday, 13 April 2007 and Friday, 11 May 2007, respectively.
4
The Secretary-General would appreciate being informed, in due course, of the names of representatives, delegates and observers, as appropriate, intending to participate in the forthcoming meetings of the Group, as space is limited.

***
ANNEX
AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON ENGINEERING ASPECTS OF LRIT
Terms of reference
The fourth and fifth meetings of the ad hoc Working Group will continue the development and refinement of the existing draft technical specifications and the billing and costing standards of the LRIT system developed at the third meeting of the Working Group held in London, United Kingdom, 12 to 16 February 2007. The ad hoc Working Group on Engineering aspects of LRIT should, taking into account the provisions of SOLAS regulation V/19-1, resolution MSC.211(81) on Arrangements for the timely establishment of the Long‑Range Identification and Tracking System, resolution MSC.210(81) the related Performance standards and functional requirements for long-range identification and tracking of ships and the decisions and discussions at MSC 82, specifically the comments on the draft technical specifications given in Plenary and the Roadmap for the timely establishment of the LRIT system (MSC 82/24/Add.2, annex 16), complete the following tasks and submit a report to MSC 83 for approval:

(
Further develop the draft technical specifications, as given in MSC 82/8/1.

(
Update the required technical documents taking into account MSC 82/8/11.

(
Prepare a technical costing and billing standard within the policy framework as decided by the Committee.

(
Address all items within square brackets within the draft technical specifications.

(
Consider technical issues and develop technical criteria to be taken into account when establishing the International LRIT Data Centre and the International LRIT Data Exchange.

(
Liaison with the IMO Secretariat regarding consistency, security and other aspects of the Data Distribution Plan with the technical specifications.

(
Ensure that the testing documents completely address the Performance Standards.

* * *
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	Attendee Name
	First Name:       
	Last Name:       

	Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other)
	

	Position
	     

	Organization
	     

	Delegation
	     

	Attendee Status
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Representative
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Alternate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adviser
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Observer

	
	Number of copies required

	Individual documents required during the meeting
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	Preferred address during the meeting
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	City
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	Mobile phone
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